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Friends Donate $41,915 to the Library
Annual Treasurer’s Report

By Pam Koskovich

The Friends raised over $9,200 at the September book sale. All these proceeds are for the 
benefit of the library. Thanks to all of you who donated or purchased books and other items. 

     Summer has ended, as has another fiscal year for the Friends of the Morse 

Institute Library. This is the time of year to remember how we’ve been able to 
support the library’s resources and programs, and to reflect with thanks on the 

generosity of our membership who make it all happen. The Friends truly 
appreciate your continued contributions of both time and financial support. So 
many volunteers help with the book sales, which are our main source of 

revenue to support the library, while many others work quietly in the 
background making sure that the wheels of the Friends keep turning.

Income: $48,627
       Our past fiscal year’s revenues included:

• $29,309 from our book sales 

• $11,432 from membership donations and matching gifts

• $6,510 from the online sale of books

• $797 from the sale of Friends wares

• $579 from mini-golf during 2010 Natick Days

       The Friends also received a generous bequest of $30,557. 
continued on page 5



President’s Column
By Lynne Montross

     September always brings changes. 

The weather starts getting cooler, the 

kids are back in school, and the 

commute to work gets slower and 

takes much longer! And almost every 

year there is a change in the make-up 

of the Friends steering committee. 

Two wonderful leaders finished up 

their second two-

year terms (only 

two consecutive 

terms are allowed by 

the Friends By-

Laws). Sally 

McCoubrey stepped 

down as president and Pam Koskovich 

stepped down as treasurer. While they 

promise to remain faithful “Friends,” 

their leadership, expertise, and energy 

will be sorely missed. The committee 

also lost at-large member Sue Minio. 

After completing one two-year term, 

the demands of family and work made 

it impossible for Sue to continue. Her 

talent and energy will truly be missed.

     Elections held at the September 

Friends’ Annual Meeting and the 

steering committee meeting that 

followed brought the committee three 

new members: Carol Gloff, joining as 

treasurer, and Judie Ham and Barbara 

Laderman, joining as members-at-large 

(learn more about our new members 

on page 3). Maria Tumang, secretary/

clerk, and myself, Lynne Montross, 

president, were reelected to our second 

two-year terms. Kathy Flaherty, 

continuing in her first term as library 

liaison, brings the committee to its full 

complement of seven members.

    It is exciting and a bit daunting to 

become president of the wonderful 

organization that is the Friends of the 

Morse Institute Library. The Friends 

has been so 

successful over the 

past 20 years in 

making a reality 

founders Suzanne 

Stern and Maggie 

DeVries’ vision of 

providing the library with programs, 

equipment, and other materials that 

were just simply outside its budget. 

And I know that because of the loyalty 

and generosity of its membership that 

“reality” will continue. Renewed 

memberships and extra monetary 

donations, volunteering at our book 

sales, and buying Friends wares all 

contribute to our success.

     In the coming year, be on the look-

out for a reformatted Friends web site 

and new Friends wares to purchase. 

Also, thanks to a most generous 

bequest from the estate of a former 

Natick resident, we will be establishing 

a scholarship fund. 

     I look forward to seeing, meeting, 

and hopefully, working with you at any 

or all of our three annual book sales.
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 “It is exciting and a bit 

daunting to become president 

of the wonderful organization 

that is the Friends of the 

Morse Institute Library.”



     Elections were held in September to fill three 

vacancies on the Friends steering committee. I’m 

pleased to introduce the three dynamic women 

who will serve on the committee for the next term.

     Carol Gloff is no stranger around town. 

Currently serving a third term on the Natick Board 

of Selectmen, Carol has also served on the Finance 

Committee and as a Town Meeting Member. When 

Carol first moved to Natick, she served four years 

as a member of the Friends steering committee, 

two years as vice president and two years as 

president. Now, 12 years later, she has been 

elected to the office of  treasurer. Carol owns her 

own consulting business, working with the FDA 

and small companies to bring new drugs for 

serious diseases to market. In her precious and 

limited free time, Carol enjoys reading, travel, 

theatre, and her friends.

     Judie Ham moved to Natick 

in 2002, following the love of 

her heart, but unhappy to leave 

behind a 32-year love affair with 

the Arlington library. Then she 

discovered the Morse Institute 

Library – happiness restored. 

More happiness came when 

Judie and her husband moved 

within walking distance of the 

library. Judie had a distinguished 

career in the medical field as a 

researcher, writer, project 

manager, and consultant, 

working with major Boston 

hospitals and medical centers. 

Judie is recently retired 

and thrilled to jump into other projects, such as 

serving on the board of trustees of her 

condominium association, volunteering with the 

Natick Visiting Nurses Association, and serving on 

the Friends steering committee.

     Barbara Laderman has lived in Natick since 

1997, moving to town just after the beautifully 

remodeled Morse Institute Library opened. Over 

the years she brought her son to story-time and 

spent many hours in the children’s room. A long-

time volunteer at the Friends book sales, Barbara 

says she wants to give back to an organization that 

helps the library where she spent so much time 

with her son. Barbara is an accounting manager at 

BJ’s Wholesale Club in Westborough. She enjoys 

traveling, most recently to Italy, Florida, 

Washington, DC, and New York, where she visits 

her family.

Friends Steering Committee Welcomes Three New Members 
By Sally McCoubrey
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2011/2012 Friends Steering Committee: Left to right: Barbara Laderman, 

Linda Stetson (library director), Carol Gloff, Randi Southwick, Judie Ham, 
Lynne Montross, and Maria Tumang. Absent: Kathy Flaherty.   



Natick Days 
By Maria Tumang

     As a relative newcomer to Natick, I view Natick 

Days as a fun family activity. And it comes and 
goes without much thought, other than making sure 

the family is free to attend. When I was asked to 
write this article, I decided to learn more about 
Natick Days. And that’s what this piece is all about, 

for us newbies who know nothing of how it came 
about, or those who are just too young to 

remember.  

History
     Fundraising has always been essential to the 
many Natick High School sports teams. In the late 

1990s, teams raised money by asking for donations 
in downtown Natick on Main Street on Saturday 
mornings. Kids running down the middle of the 

street asking for donations became commonplace, 
putting themselves and drivers in danger. A number 

of town officials got together and discussed various 
alternatives, including a town-run festival similar to 
Ashland Days. And so was born Natick Days, an 

event where non-profit groups can run games and 
activities, and sell goods and food to raise funds, 

and at the same time provide residents a chance to 
come together and celebrate as a community.
     

September 1999
     The first Natick Days was a two-day event 

(hence “Days”) that took place on the Common and 
the NHS athletic fields. Thirty-five fundraising 
organizations, ten sponsors and underwriters, and 

eight committee members were involved, and there 
were 2,000 attendees. The event opened with a high 

school football game on Friday evening. Saturday 
festivities started with a pancake breakfast followed 
by a three-mile race and a free jazz concert. Other 

free entertainments included cheerleading, 
skateboarding, rollerblading demonstrations, 

children’s concerts, and aerobics. Activities on the 

Common included the moonwalk, miniature golf, 
kids’ games, and hair beading. At the athletic fields, 

the older kids enjoyed batting cages, a decathlon, 
pitching, golf, and puck shooting. Of course, there 
was plenty of food and drink in both locations. The 

weekend ended with an evening dance.
     

September 2003 
     The Friends of the Morse Institute Library 
became involved in Natick Days in 2003 when it 

was asked to staff the library’s mini-golf event on 
the front lawn. The mini-golf event has been held 

continuously for nine years and has become one of 
the most popular events of the day.

September 2011
     This year’s Natick Days was a one-day event 

lasting five hours on the Common and the 
surrounding public areas including East Central 
Street. Gone are the pancake breakfast, evening 

dance, and road race. But there was still plenty of 
fun and food to be had. There were 101 

participating non-profit groups selling all kinds of 
games, activities, goods and, of course, food and 
drink. The budget exceeded $17,000, the majority 

from corporate sponsors and other generous donors 
(not a cent came from the tax payers). Volunteers 

worked with the 13-member committee to plan and 
prepare for the big event. The event was enjoyed by 
about 8,000, including families from surrounding 

communities.  
     Natick Days is in its 12th year and has grown 

significantly in scope and size. Every year it 
requires more donations and more volunteers to get 
it off the ground. And every year it is enjoyed by a 

community that continues to grow and appreciate 
life in Natick. 
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Treasurer’s Report
continued from page 1

Support to the library: $41,915
       Our past fiscal year’s support included some programs that we support every year:

• $13,735 for programming at the library for adults and children
• $8,341 for books for the Speed Read shelves
• $6,500 for the popular Museum Passes program
• $1,894 for the Natick Reads program
• $530 to contracts on accessibility equipment purchased by the Friends last year

       New projects this past year included:
• $4,000 for Large Print books for the Biography and History sections
• $2,400 for new carts for the bookmobile
• $746 for new lighting for the stained glass windows around the top of the children’s room
• $250 for new equipment for the library staff lounge      

     The remaining balance of funding to the library was for a small amount of audio-visual equipment, the cost 
of the annual Staff Appreciation Luncheon, and the maintenance of the fish tanks that were installed with 
Friends’ funding several years ago.
 
Operating Expenses: $4,744
       Our past fiscal year’s expenses were:

• $2,526 for printing and mailing newsletters and membership reminders
• $1,343 for all expenses related to the three book sales
• $718 for miscellaneous operating expenses (dues, office supplies, equipment, etc.)
• $157 on the purchase of Friends wares to be sold

Thank you!   
       It has been another great year for the Friends and the library. Thanks to all of you, our Friends, for 
making it all possible.
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Profile of a Good Friend: Pam Koskovich
By Kathy Flaherty

     After four years of dedicated service, Pam 

Koskovich recently completed her duties as treasurer 
of the Friends of the Morse Institute Library.

     Pam grew up in Natick where she attended both 
the Johnson School and Natick High School. She has 
been married for 16 years to husband, Bob. They 

have one daughter who now attends the Johnson 
School. Pam currently works part-time at the Natick 

Early Childhood Network as the Assistant Program 
Coordinator.

     During her years on the Friends steering 

committee, Pam was a key player on the book sales 
team, and contributed to the success of many book 

sales. 
     Pam says she will miss working with other 
Friends board members. Being treasurer has made 

her feel that, in a small way, she has made a 
difference for the town.

     We will all miss you very much, Pam! 



Natick Reads 2011
By Karen Perkins

     This past June the Vietnam Moving Wall came 

to Natick. To honor that event the Natick Reads 

committee decided to highlight the culture and 

history of Vietnam. The Friends provided the 

financial and volunteer support needed for this 

month long event.

     The kickoff event was a Vietnamese food 

tasting with food purchased from Saigon 

Restaurant. The community enjoyed the cultural 

flavors of lemongrass, ginger, and fish oil. The 

most popular item on the menu was the Vietnamese 

coffee!

     Library staff created Vietnamese book and 

music displays with $500 of new materials 

purchased by the Friends. Throughout the month, 

six book discussions were held covering a variety 

of literary genres.  Many gained new insights by 

reading and discussing Vietnamese folk tales, 

young adult literature, and fiction, as well as books 

on the war in Vietnam.

     The month contained many cultural events also 

sponsored by the Friends. Children were delighted 

to see live rainforest animals such as cockroaches, 

porcupines, and snakes. Patrons of all ages 

participated in traditional Vietnamese dancing. An 

educational photographic presentation documented 

Vietnam’s economic changes during the past 40 

years.

     The Natick Reads committee and the library 

staff are grateful for the financial support of the 

Friends, which makes this type of programming 

possible.

     On May 12, the Friends held its annual Staff 

Appreciation Luncheon at the library. This Friends 

tradition is our way of saying thank you to the 

library staff for all they do, every day of the year, to 

make our library the best it can be. Each year a 

unique theme ties together food, decorations, and 

party favors.

     This year we all said, “Thanks a Brunch for all 

you do” with a brunch-for-lunch theme. Ham, 

potatoes au gratin, quiche, harvest salad, and mini-

pastries were served, with coffee, of course, as well 

as tea and non-alcoholic mimosas. The tables were 

set café style with cheerful morning colors. Each 

staff member received a colorful recipe holder and a 

Pocket Posh crossword puzzle book and pencil to 

provide many hours of brunch time fun and mental 

stimulation.

     Helping me plan and serve this year’s lunch (or 

was it brunch?) were Friends volunteers Fran 

Weisse, Marjorie Gove, and Pam Koskovich.

Was it Brunch or Lunch?
By Sally McCoubrey
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ANSWER; It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.
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          Yes, I want to join The Friends of the Morse Institute Library.
  Mail this form and your tax-deductible donation to:
 The Friends of the Morse Institute Library
 14 East Central Street Street, Natick, MA  01760

_____ New Member      _____ Renewal

_____   $5 -- Senior or Student      Or, if you can make a larger

_____ $10 -- Individual                  membership contribution:

_____ $25 -- Family                   _____ $50  _____ $100  _____ $100+

You may be able to double your gift.  Ask your company about its matching gift policy.
Please make checks payable to the Friends of the Morse Institute Library.

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City: _________________________  State: _________  Zip: ___________

Telephone: ___________________________________  Date: __________

Email: _____________________________  The Friends does NOT share its member database with any other organization.

I would like to help with
the following:

___ Occasional Book Sorting
___ Book Sales
___ Newsletter
___ Program & Hospitality
___ Displays
___ Steering Committee
___ As Needed

When can you help?

Weekday:  ___ Day  ___ Eve

Weekend:  ___ Day  ___ Eve

Quotefalls Puzzle

NOTE: The answer is hidden 
somewhere in this newsletter.
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Morse Institute Library
14 East Central Street

Natick, MA  01760
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Circulation Department
508-647-6520

Reference Department
508-647-6521

Children’s Department
508-647-6522

Morse Institute Library Hours

For information on library hours, please call 508-647-6520
or check the library website at www.morseinstitute.org

 Monday - Thursday  10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

 Friday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Saturday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Sunday     2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

The library will be closed on the following holidays:

Friday, November 11 - Veteran’s Day

Wednesday, November 23 - Closed at 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 24 - Thanksgiving

Saturday, December 24 - Monday, December 26 - Christmas

Saturday, December 31 - Monday, January 2 - New Year

Sunday, January 15 - Monday, January 16 - MLK Day
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