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    How exciting for this “teenaged” 
library to be joined by a couple of 
new “infants” in the neighborhood! 
The beautiful, state-of-the-art High 
S c h o o l a n d t h e g o r g e o u s 
Community/Senior Center are such 
welcome additions to Natick.  
These will certainly make Natick 
even more attractive as a great 
town to move into to raise a family 
and also to stay in after that family 
has grown. 
   Demands on our library’s services 
will most certainly increase. That, 
I’m sure, will translate into a 
greater need for support from the 
Friends to fund all that  we do now 
– and more! The success of the 
Friends of the Morse Institute 

Library depends completely on an 
active, energetic, all-volunteer 
base. If you have ever volunteered 
with the Friends before on any of 
its projects, you know how much 
fun and how fulfilling it  can be. If 
you haven’t, please say YES when 
the opportunity  comes your way. 
I’m confident you won’t regret it.
  Thank you! You are our “Friends.” 
You have shown your support by 
renewing your membership , 
sending an extra donation, or 
maybe you have honored a family 
member, friend, or relative with a 
memorial gift. However you have 
supported the mission of the 
Friends . . . Thank You!

President’s Column
By Lynne Montross

Friends Donate $35,688 to the Library
Annual Treasurer’s Report

By Carol Gloff

     Fiscal year 2012 ended on August 31 for the Friends of the Morse 
Institute Library, so this is a perfect time to provide you with an accounting 
of the money we raised and spent this year.  

Income: $47,401
     During fiscal year 2012, we raised money from the following sources:

• $23,798 from our three-times-yearly book sales
• $13,927 from memberships and other monetary donations
• $8,399 from online book sales 
• $622 from sales of Friends goods (T-shirts, note cards, pencils, 

etc.)
• $513 from Natick Days
• $142 in bank interest, etc.

continued on page 4



Page 2                                                                                                                                                                               Volume 22, No. 2

Off the Shelf
A newsletter published 

twice a year by the

Friends of
the 

Morse Institute Library

14 East Central Street
Natick, MA  01760

which is solely responsible 
for its content.

Editor
Kathleen Donovan

Production
Richard Montross

Contributors
Carol Gloff

Barbara Laderman
Sue Mandell

Lynne Montross
Dell Redington
Maria Tumang

Friends
Steering Committee

President
Lynne Montross

Treasurer
Carol Gloff

Clerk/Secretary
Maria Tumang

Judie Ham
Barbara Laderman
Barbara Sanchez
Randi Southwick

Publicity & Database
Manager

Marjorie Gove

Book Sale Operations
Manager

Terri Evans

Library Liason
Linda Stetson

  The teens in Natick are very  fortunate 
that the Morse Institute 
Library has Nina Hernandez 
Taylor as part of its staff. 
She was hired in September 
2011 and had a tall order to 
fill: get the teens involved 
in the library, or just get 
them in the door so they  can 
feel comfortable in it, and 
then encourage them to 
come back. A year later, 
Nina is very proud of the 
success of the programs she 
has offered for teens, and the 
Friends of the Morse Institute Library 
should be too, since most of them were 
funded by the Friends!

     A few of the programs include:   
   •  Pizza and Duct Tape crafts 
program - participants made 
wallets, flowers, frames and pencil 
holders out of duct tape
   •  Comic Art workshop offered 
by Andy and Veronica Fish
   •  Science Made Fun program 
with Science Bob
   •  Pizza and “Apps” program - 
teens learned about fun apps for 
their iPod/iPhone/iPad
   •  Stretch Yourself at Your 
Library programs, including Yoga 
for Teens, Minute to Win It for 
Teens, and Bingo

 
    During the summer, 216 participants 
attended the programs! During the rest 
o f t h e y e a r , t h e r e w e r e 3 6 8 
part icipants, with some repeat 
attendees. Nina held a total of 18 
programs throughout the year, with 
help, at times, from other employees of 
the library. For example, reference 
librarians brought in their own iPods 
and iPads and let the teens use them 
for the Pizza and “Apps” program.

 Putting together these programs 
throughout the year was no 

easy feat, since Nina works 
at the Morse Institute 
Library only 18 hours each 
week (she also works 17.5 
hours a week at the Newton 
F r e e L i b r a r y i n t h e 
Children’s Department). 
She helps out at  the Adult 
Reference Desk, and she 
also orders new books for 
the Young Adult section of 
the library and weeds out 

the old books.
 The programs that Nina offers are 
geared towards drawing teens into the 
building and providing a positive 
experience while they  are in the 
library. She displays books, but  that is 
not the primary focus of the programs. 
She wants teens to have fun and feel 
welcome, and believes this year’s 
programs have been a success. 
  Nina hopes the Young Adult section 
of the library will encourage teens to 
become lifelong learners, readers, and 
library users. She likes to see teens 
come to the library to find books and 
other materials, get suggestions for 
books they might like, attend library 
programs to learn, have fun, and much 
more. It pleases her to see teens for 
whom the library clearly is a “part of 
their daily world.” She believes it is a 
positive choice in their lives now and 
will be a positive investment in their 
future.
   Nina would like to acknowledge the 
support she has received from 
everyone at the library. The staff 
knows that taking on the support and 
programming for teens is a demanding 
job, and they are always willing to 
help  her. The marriage of the old and 
new library is another thing that Nina 
loves about the Morse Institute Library 

Profile: Nina Hernandez Taylor 
By Barbara Laderman

continued on page 3
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   “Out with the old, in with the new,” they  say. For 
those of us who live somewhat in the past, I would 
like to place value in “the old.” For me it is a 
comfort to know that there is a shelf in someone’s 
grandparents’ study with readable copies of classics 
such as “Wuthering Heights,” for example. That is 
my idea of true wealth. 
   However, there is a vast public out there who 
already own and use e-readers. You probably 
already know this, but it bears repeating. Nowadays 
you can consume/ingest/read/listen to any number 
of  “best sellers” in the following formats: book, 
book on CD, book on MP3, book on CD ROM, e-
reader, downloadable-to-your-own-device book, as 
well as formatted for equipment for people with 
disabilities. You also have the added advantage of 
belonging to a network of over 40 libraries where 
resource sharing provides even more access to 
items you may want to request. 
   Our library is constantly working to keep up 
with, and ahead of, new trends in technology for 
our patrons; all this while filling our shelves with 
the latest publications. We also attempt to replace 
lost or damaged “classics” for the collection 
whenever possible.

   I used to get very sad when I read about entire 
card catalogs being thrown out – all the 
information hand written on those note cards by a 
person with a degree in Library Science – gone 
forever. I think I am over that now, though I just 
want to hang on to my childhood library memories 
a bit longer. When a family member looked at me 
this past summer and said, “I’m sorry  but there is 
no use for public libraries anymore,” I was 
surprised and sad, of course. But I disagree. Can an 
electronic book really display a vividly illustrated 
children’s story? Will newborns be handed a tiny 
device full of whatever entertainment or 
information they may need? And what about 
unique local history  collections? Can all that really 
be digitized? 
   There is a New Yorker magazine cartoon where 
one 14th-century man is looking at a newly printed 
book and says to the other man, “Nice, but as long 
as there are readers there will be scrolls.” I did not 
laugh. 
   Speaking of magazines, the library has over 200 
titles for the public and we have just  added 54 new 
adult magazines to our collection!

Literary Nostalgia 
By Dell Redington

-- the library’s arrangement is very  welcoming, it 
has been well cared for, and that makes one want to 
be part of it.
  You may wonder how Nina got interested in 
libraries, and the answer is simple: her children’s 
school library was in bad shape and she felt a need 
to help, so she volunteered. She ended up spending 
a lot of time at the school library as well as going 
to the local public library  and researching what 
books should be purchased. With the help of 
approximately 20 other parents and the school 
librarian, they were able to make the library an 
integral part of the school. She ran book sales and 
helped in various capacities, even as a substitute 
librarian. Nina has a Bachelor of Science in art 
education and a Master’s degree in counseling. She 
received her Master of Science in library science in 
2010.

  As for this year’s upcoming programs, Nina 
would not divulge too much information at this 
time, but she told me that the first program was 
held in September and included games, crafts, and 
food. She suggested that  teens and their parents 
check the Teen page of the library’s website or look 
at the posting on the bulletin board in the Teen 
Room. They should also “friend” the library’s 
Facebook page where all of the programs will be 
posted.
  Lastly, when asked what her hobby is, Nina 
responded quickly with none other than “reading!” 
She loves to get wrapped up in a book that she 
can’t put down. Nina is a great addition to the 
Morse Institute Library and I am sure she will have 
many successful years as Teen Librarian.

Profile: Nina Hernandez Taylor 
continued from page 2
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Support to the library: $35,688
     During fiscal year 2012, the Friends continued their financial support of the following 
programs:

• $13,000 for programs for all ages at the library
• $7,000 to purchase “Speed Read” books
• $6,500 for museum passes for everyone to use
• $2,246 for maintenance of the salt-water fish tank located in the Children’s Room
• $2,197 for ongoing equipment for the beloved bookmobile

     New projects for fiscal year 2012 included:
• $2,340 for the new library cards featuring a picture of the Morse Institute (Stop by the 

circulation desk to get your new card)
• $700 for a “people counter” for the front door of the library
• $662 for rolling hand baskets and push carts with baskets for use by library patrons

We also organize and pay for a library staff appreciation luncheon each year and pay for an 
annual maintenance contract on some accessibility equipment that we purchased for the library.  

Operating Expenses:  $5,487
     There are operating expenses associated with the Friends organization. During the past fiscal 
year, these included:

• $2,183 for printing and mailing newsletters and new and renewal membership 
solicitations

• $1,135 to purchase Friends wares to be sold, including our new T-shirts (Check them 
out the next time you are at the circulation desk)

• $875 for miscellaneous expenses such as office supplies, dues, and annual meeting 
expenses

• $753 for book sale expenses
• $541 for the design and maintenance of our new website

Looking forward and thanks
     The Friends and Linda Stetson, director of the Morse Institute Library, are already working 
closely to determine what projects, activities, and programs the Friends will fund in fiscal year 
2013. Our September book sale, which raised $9883, was the first step in the Friends fundraising 
to support the library during the coming year.  
     Thank you all for your continued support of the Friends – we couldn’t do this without you! 

Treasurer’s Report 
continued from page 1

Visit our website at 
www.morsefriends.org at “morsefriends”*

http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
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   Jacques Brel and Edith Piaf sang 
in the corner of the "French bistro" 
as the library  staff slowly wandered 
in to enjoy  a luncheon in their 
honor. The Friends of the Morse 
Institute Library sponsor a yearly 
staff appreciation luncheon and this 
year’s theme was “April in Paris.” 
Sumptuous smells of French food, 
served by Friends members 
Marjorie Gove, Pam Koskovich, 
Sally McCoubrey, Fran Weisse, 
and Sue Mandell, greeted the 
library staff. The menu included 
coq au vin, boeuf bourguignon, 
roasted carrots, fromage, French bread, and a lovely 
platter of French pastries and strawberries.

  The servers filled the staff’s 
glasses with sparkling cider and 
mineral water and toasted, "A 
v o t r e s a n t e . ” S o m a n y 
r e s p o n d e d w i t h F r e n c h 
greetings and mercis that  we 
could really imagine ourselves 
in a lively French restaurant in 
Paris. The room, decorated in 
blue, white, and red for the 
“April in Paris” theme, buzzed 
with conversation. Each staff 
member received a wine glass 
and coaster with the Eiffel 
Tower and words to the song, 

April in Paris, as their thank you for the 
outstanding work they do for all of us every day.  

Staff Appreciation Luncheon    

By Sue Mandell

The Puzzle
“Literary Match Up”

by Maria Tumang

Match one from each column -- just write down the corresponding number.  Answers on page 7

1. George Smiley
2. Frodo
3. Katniss
4. Sherlock Holmes
5. Jason Bourne
6. Charles Darnay
7. Clarice Starling
8. Cindy Lou
9. The Pevensies
10. Uncle Tom
11. Randle McMurphy
12. Hercule Poirot

Protagonist Antagonist Book/s Creator

13. Hannibal Lechter
14. The White Witch
15. Therese Defarge
16. Nurse Ratched
17. Grinch
18. Dr. Shephard
19. Prof. Moriarty
20. Karla
21. Simon Legree
22. Carlos, the Jackal
23. The Capitol
24. Sauron

25. How the Grinch Stole Chrismas
26. Bourne Identity
27. The Murder of Roger Ackroyd
28. Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy
29. Hunger Games
30. Uncle Tom’s Cabin
31. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
32. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
33. Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
34. Silence of the Lambs
35. Lord of the Rings
36.Tale of Two Cities

37. Agatha Christie
38. JRR Tolkien
39. Harriet B. Stowe
40. Dr. Seuss
41. CS Lewis
42. John LeCarre
43. Suzanne Collins
44. Ken Kesey
45. Charles Dickens
46. Thomas Harris
47. Arthur Conan Doyle
48. Robert Ludlum

BACK: Pam Koskovich, Sally McCoubrey,                           
 Marjorie Gove
FRONT: Fran Weisse, Sue Mandell



Page 6                                                                                                                                                                                Volume 22, No. 2

  When asked to join the Friends steering 
committee, she didn’t hesitate to say, “Yes.” And 
what a great fit! Since Barbara Sanchez retired less 
than one year ago from our Morse Institute Library, 
she is really familiar with those needs that are above 
and beyond the town’s ability to fund.
     Until her retirement, amongst her other duties, 
Barbara oversaw the library’s Cognex Computer 
Lab drop-in programs and computer classes for 
adults. Good thing she is computer-savvy – there 
will be no chance that her three-year old grandson, 
Henry, will leave her in the dust of the fast-moving 
information technology world.
  Barbara’s plans for her future include 
rediscovering the world with her husband, Frank, 
and her grandson. They will be using the library 
museum passes, all Natick playgrounds, and every 
construction site they  can find. When not doing 
those things, Barbara will fill her time with reading, 

and even more reading, gardening, scouting out 
yard sales, history classes, volunteering at  the 
Natick Service Council Food Pantry, and, of course, 
the work of the Friends steering committee.
       We are so glad to have Barbara on board!

COMING SOON . . .

The Jeanne Brodeur Scholarship

     Made possible by a very  generous bequest from 
the estate of Jeanne Brodeur.
   Those granted the award, an amount of up to 
$1000 given at least once annually, might use it 
toward such costs as tuition, conference fees or 
related travel, or other training costs. It is expected 
that the skills acquired through the use of this award 
will then be used to the benefit of the Morse Institute 
Library. All Friends members will receive an email  
announcing the details and the deadline for the first 
award.

Our Newest Steering Committee Member: Barbara Sanchez
By Lynne Montross

NATICK DAYS  -- Helping to decorate the 
Friends’ Mini-Golf Course with balloons is 
young volunteer, Elora Christina Barros,

From	  the
Poet’s	  Corner	  Competition	  

March	  2012	  

First	  Place	  Winner:
Matti	  Horne

Her	  Haiku:
“A	  paperbound	  world
Opens	  up,	  my	  eager	  eyes
Cherish	  its	  stories”
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          Yes, I want to join The Friends of the Morse Institute Library.
  Mail this form and your tax-deductible donation to:
 The Friends of the Morse Institute Library
 14 East Central Street, Natick, MA  01760

_____ New Member      _____ Renewal

_____   $5 -- Senior or Student      Or, if you can make a larger
_____ $10 -- Individual                  membership contribution:
_____ $25 -- Family                   _____ $50  _____ $100  _____ $100+

You may be able to double your gift.  Ask your company about its matching gift policy.
Please make checks payable to the Friends of the Morse Institute Library.

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City: _________________________  State: _________  Zip: ___________

Telephone: ___________________________________  Date: __________

Email: ____________________________________________  

I would like to help with
the following:

___ Occasional Book Sorting
___ Book Sales
___ Newsletter
___ Program & Hospitality
___ Displays
___ Steering Committee
___ As Needed

When can you help?

Weekday:  ___ Day  ___ Eve

Weekend:  ___ Day  ___ Eve

Puzzle Answers
(Puzzle on page 5)

(Please help the Friends save on postage
 by supplying your email address)

The Friends does NOT share
its member database with 
any other organization.

January 26 & 27!
Friends’ Book and Music Sale

Great bargains!

Huge inventory!

Books, videos,

puzzles, CDs,

records, gifts.

Saturday, January 26
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 27
12 noon to 3 p.m.

No scanners or strollers allowed
in the sale room on Saturday.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Hard
cover

$1.0
0

Paperback
50¢

Children’s

50¢

PROTAGONIST ANTAGONIST BOOK/S CREATOR

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

20
24
23
19
22
15
13
17
14
21
16
18

28
35
29
33
26
36
34
25
32
30
31
27

42
38
43
47
48
45
46
40
41
39
44
37

“If we don't change direction soon, we'll end up where we're going” 
-- Professor Irwin Corey
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Circulation Department
508-647-6520

Reference Department
508-647-6521

Children’s Department
508-647-6522

Morse Institute Library Hours

For information on library hours, please call 508-647-6520
or check the library website at www.morseinstitute.org

The library will be closed on the following holidays:

Sunday, November 11 - Monday, November 12 - Veteran’s Day

Wednesday, November 21* - Thursday, November 22 - Thanksgiving

Monday, December 24* - Tuesday, December 25 - Christmas

Monday, December 31* - Tuesday, January 1 - New Year

Sunday, January 20 - Monday, January 21 - MLK Day

                          * Closed at 2:00 p.m.

 Monday - Thursday  10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

 Friday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Saturday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Sunday     2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org

