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Museum Passes:
Lions and Tiger-lilies and Fish (Oh My!)

By Lynne Montross

     The library’s Museum Pass 

program doesn’t just get you into 

museums for free or at a 

reduced price. The passes 

are also good for zoos, 

aquariums, botanical 

gardens, minor league 

baseball games, and docent-led 

excursions. As of this past fall when 

the Worcester Art Museum was 

added, there are 20 passes available 

to library patrons. If you haven’t 

picked up one of the library’s 

bookmarks describing the Pass 

program, they can be found 

in the wall rack just to the 

left of the Circulation Desk. 

Not every pass offers the same 

benefits, so check the pass details  

on the library’s web site, 

morseinstitute.org. And be sure to 

check directly with the museum or 

center you plan to visit for its hours 

and days of operation.

Many Hands Make Light Work
By Maria Tumang

     Okay, this is a blatant appeal for 

volunteers! Why? Because book 

sales are the Friends’ main source of 

funds, and success (or failure) is 

dependent entirely on volunteers.

     There are many ways to help, and 

all hands are welcome. Set-up day, 

the Thursday before the sale, 

involves helping as little as an hour 

to as much as three to four hours. On 

sale days – Saturday and Sunday – 

volunteers answer general questions 

and restore books to a semblance of 

order. As always, volunteers can 

come in for any amount of time. 

Pack-up on Sunday takes about two 

to three hours, starting at 3 pm. 

Snacks and drinks are provided on 

all days!

     Our volunteers come in all sizes 

and ages ranging from middle and 

high-schoolers to young adults to 

retirees. There is a job for everyone. 

Some come only for set-up. Others 

come for an hour or two on Saturday 

or Sunday to help maintain order. 

Some come only to pack the 

remaining books into boxes.

     Interested in helping?            

Please email Maria at: 

morsebooksale@gmail.com.

MUSEUM of 

SCIENCE
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President’s Column
By Lynne Montross

     Spring is here and, while most of 

the winter was mild, I’ll take the new 

season with open arms!

     Since I became president of the 

Friends last September, we’ve had 

two successful book sales (despite the 

snow on Saturday of the January sale) 

and our storage room is brimming 

with donated items for the May sale. 

Our wonderful and seemingly tireless 

Sale Operations Manager, Terri 

Evans, promises terrific selections in 

every book category.

     The Friends received a most 

generous bequest in 2010 from the 

estate of Jeanne Brodeur.  A native of 

Natick and graduate of Emerson 

College, Ms. Brodeur began her 

professional career at WGBH in the 

Development Department as an 

enthusiastic fundraiser.  Her 

professional career, which took her to 

Florida and Texas, eventually led her 

to Long Beach, California where, 

until her death in 2009, she was Vice 

President for Development at the 

Aquarium of the Pacific.  Since 

receiving the bequest, the steering 

committee has discussed how to 

use the funds both to honor Ms. 

Brodeur and to help the library in a 

significant way. 

     Last September, the committee 

voted to use the entirety of the 

bequest to establish a scholarship in 

Ms. Brodeur’s name, with a portion 

to be awarded annually in July.  A 

scholarship committee comprised of 

members of the Friends, staff of the 

library, and a library trustee has been 

named to begin the task of 

establishing  the criteria, application 

form, annual monetary award, and 

means to publicize this new 

scholarship. The committee hopes 

that the first award will be made 

this July.

     Be sure to check out all the 

articles in this issue of the Friends 

newsletter: the treasurer’s report, an 

interview with library director Linda 

Stetson, a new poetry lovers 

competition, and, of course, 

information about our next book sale 

and how you can join us in helping 

our library.
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Mid-Year Treasurer’s Report 
By Carol Gloff
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     The fiscal year of the Friends of the Morse 

Institute Library is September 1 to August 30, so we 
are now about halfway through our 2012 fiscal year. 

As the new treasurer of the Friends, I want to give 
you an update on the income and expenses of our 
non-profit group organized solely to support the 

Morse Institute’s activities and patrons.

Income: $28,200   
     The Friends raise money in three major ways: 
memberships and additional donations, proceeds  

from our  book and music sales, and online book 
sales. Membership donations since September 1 

have totaled over $6,700, including memorials and 
matching donations. If your employer matches your 
donations, we hope you will request your employer’s 

support assisting the library even more.  
     Our September and January book and music sales 

were a success, bringing in over $17,500. These 
sales only succeed because of you: your donations of 
books and music, your purchases at each sale, and 

your help with sorting, set-up, sales, and pack-up for 
the sale. Thank you! Our online book sales have 

supplemented our income by about $4,000 so far 
this year. 

Support to the library: $46,000 pledged
So, what do we do with the money we raise to 

support the library? This year we have pledged 
$41,000 in new money, plus $5,000 unspent from 
last fiscal year, for a total of $46,000 in funding to 

the library. Some items are funded every year – the 
purchase of Speed Read books ($8,500) and museum 

passes ($7,250). This year we agreed to add two  
more museum passes to those offered by the library. 
We also provide substantial support ($13,000) to 

enable the library to offer a wide variety of 

programming for all ages, and we cover the monthly 

costs of maintaining the salt water fish tank in the 
children’s room (around $2,000 per year; not 

included in the $46,000 commitment).  
     New projects to be funded include the purchase 
of several push cart baskets and rolling hand carts 

for use by library patrons, and new library cards that 
will feature a picture of our library. Other projects 

that we are considering include a new sign for the 
library lawn, a people counter for the front door so 
the library can obtain a more accurate count of the 

people using this fabulous facility, a license to 
universal classes that would be made available to 

patrons online, and more e-books for patrons to 
borrow. With approximately $31,000 of our $46,000 
contribution allocated for this year, we look forward 

to selecting other projects and items to fund in 
support of our members and library patrons.  

Operating Expenses: $2,500
The Friends have a limited number of operating 

expenses. We print and mail this newsletter twice 
yearly, we just had our web site redesigned, we offer 

refreshments and small gifts to outgoing board 
members at our annual meeting, and we require a 
few supplies, such as labels, for our book sales. So 

far this year, we have spent $2,500 on these 
miscellaneous needs.  

     Looking to the future, the second half of fiscal 
year 2012 includes anticipated income from our  
May 19-20 book sale, online book sales, and 

ongoing memberships – all of which will enable us 
to continue our support of the Morse Institute 

Library. As we select additional projects to fund 
during Fiscal Year 2012, we thank all of you for  
your support and generous donations of time,  

money, and energy. 



Profile of Morse Institute Library’s Director:  Linda Stetson
By Barbara Laderman

     Linda Stetson became director of the Morse 

Institute Library in July, 2009. A native of Roswell, 

New Mexico, Linda has lived in nine states but 

considers Wyoming her home. She 

moved to Atlanta in 1995 where she 

was Director of the Georgia Library  

for the Blind and Physically 

Handicapped for nine years. While 

she was in Atlanta, she met and 

married her husband, Jim. Her 

husband’s family has roots in 

Massachusetts, so in 2005 they 

moved to Millis, where she landed a 

job as director of the Millis library 

for four years prior to coming 

to Natick.

     When the position of Director of 

the Morse Institute Library became available after 

the death of Paula Polk in 2008, Linda applied for 

the position. She was delighted to be selected by the 

Board of Trustees as the next director. She 

remembers coming to the renovated and greatly 

expanded Morse Institute Library and thinking, 

“Wow, I can tell by the looks of the new library that 

this town supports the library.”

      Linda is very excited to move the library 

forward. She has created a leadership team to help 

focus on the future of the library. Some changes on 

the drawing board include the installation of an 

RFID (radio frequency id) system to check books in 

and out faster and more efficiently. She plans to 

rearrange the non-fiction collection into new, more 

intuitive sections such as travel, reference, 

biography, etc. She also has an architect looking at 

the lighting, painting, furniture, shelving, and other 

aesthetics of the building as they have remained 

untouched since the new library 

opened 15 years ago. These changes 

will take place over several years, but 

Linda encourages patrons to stay tuned 

and keep their eyes open for many 

changes coming soon!

     The WiFi system at the library was 

recently upgraded to commercial grade 

in order to allow up to 500 mobile 

devices to be online at the same time. 

As a result, no one should get 

disconnected anymore. Linda’s tech-

savvy staff is working to keep up with 

fast-moving technologies, and is 

looking at more possibilities all the time. E-books 

are available to be checked out and additional 

options will be offered soon.

      Outside the library, Linda showcases her talents 

by playing the Native American flute in a group, the 

2 New Moons, with her husband. The duet has 

performed at TCAN and some local coffeehouses, as 

well as at the Bourne Library. She also rode in a 435 

mile bicycle ride in Georgia called BRAG (Bicycle 

Ride Across Georgia) and notes that it took six days 

and was the most challenging ride she has made to 

date. Recently, Linda was selected to participate in 

Emerge Massachusetts, a training program for 22 

Democratic women who are interested in running for 

office, something she is looking forward to doing 
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Poet’s Corner Competition
By Lynne Montross

To submit your entry:
 1.  Mail it to: 

Friends of the Morse Institute Library 
Attn: Haiku Competition

 14 East Central Street
 Natick, MA 01760 
  or   2. Email it to:
 friendsofmorse@gmail.com  
  or   3. Drop it off at the Circulation Desk in an 
 envelope marked: 
           “Friends of the Library - Haiku  
 Competition” 

continued from page 4

some day in the future. And if that is not enough, 

she has found time to work out at Fitness Together 

with a personal trainer.  Her goal is to have 

“Michelle Obama arms” by this summer. Gardening 

and canoeing are other favorite things she enjoys in 

her spare time.

     Study Room 1B is Linda’s favorite place in the 

library. She said that she would enjoy having a nice 

cup of tea and reading a good book in one of the 

large chairs in that room. She loves the fact that the 

library has so many nooks and crannies that patrons 

can seek out. Linda hopes that sometime in the near 

future, a library WiFi café will be available for 

patrons to purchase a cup of coffee and a snack 

while enjoying the many amenities of this great 

library. 

     We are very fortunate to have Linda devoting her 

time and efforts to the library, and we look forward 

to the changes ahead. Thank you, Linda!

Whitecaps on the bay:
A broken signboard banging
In the April wind.  

~ Richard Wright 

 (Haiku: This Other World, 

  Arcade Publishing, 1998)

     Do you love haiku? Not just reading them, but 
writing them, too? Then here is a competition for 
you! Write an original haiku–funny, serious, 
philosophical–on any topic or idea. Submit up to 
three entries to the Friends of the Morse Institute 
Library by May 1. Members of the Friends 
steering committee will judge entries on 
originality, clever use of words, and adherence to 
the haiku format of three unrhymed lines of five, 
seven, and five syllables. For example:

     Be sure to include your name, phone number, 
and email address (optional) so that you can be 
contacted if you are a winner. Prizes for 1st place 
(three books), 2nd place (two books), and 3rd 
place (one book) may be chosen from the Friends 
book sale collection during the May 19-20 sale 
(Sorry, Special Price books excluded).
     Good luck!

Visit our website at 
www.morsefriends.org

at “morsefriends”*

mailto:friendsofmorse@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofmorse@gmail.com
http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
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Kristin Djorup    

     Last fall, the Friends learned that former 

Friends member Kristin Djorup had passed away 

from complications after a long illness. Kristin’s 

day job was as Senior Reference Librarian in the 

Sawyer Library at Babson College, but we 

remember her as an enthusiastic member of the 

Friends steering committee from 2004 to 2006. 

Kristin helped with many projects during her term, 

including staffing the Natick Days mini-golf event 

and the library’s ice cream social. However her 

most lasting contribution was as the lead 

committee member during the beautiful 

renovations of the library’s children’s room. After 

her term on the steering committee ended, Kristin 

directed her creative talents towards the Garden 

Club of Natick, where she served a term as 

president. I miss Kristin as a neighbor, fellow dog 

lover, and cheerful friend with a beautiful spirit.

                                                                                                                    

~ Sally McCoubrey

Remembering Our Friends

    Since the last newsletter was published, the Friends of 
the Morse Institute has lost two exceptional members: 

Harriet Buckingham     

     The trustees of the Morse Institute Library 

joined all of Natick in mourning the sudden loss, 

but also in celebrating the life, of fellow library 

trustee Harriet Buckingham. Library board 

president, Dr. Joseph Keefe, described Harriet as 

“the consummate lady; the dependable friend; one 

who gave her allegiance to a myriad of 

organizations in Natick; a Red Sox supporter. All 

those ‘ingredients’ wrapped up in that little lady 

from a farm in South Natick.” Fellow trustee Elliot 

Goodman recalled, “Harriet had an abundance of 

virtues. You can sum them up with the words, 

‘Harriet the Volunteer.’ She gave at every 

opportunity and asked nothing in return.” Trustee 

Gerald Mazor recalled that “Harriet was an integral 

part of the board of trustees--her smile, her sense of 

humor, and her love for people represent to me 

who Harriet was. I always loved to listen to her 

playing the piano at the many library events she 

attended. Everyone seemed to know Harriet, and 

Harriet seemed to know everyone. She was, 

indeed, a very special person--one who will be 

missed by many.” As for me, I will always 

remember Harriet for all she meant to the library 

staff, who commented frequently on her loyalty 

and unfaltering support of both the institution and 

the people who make it such a special place. When 

I joined the board 11 years ago and arrived for my 

first meeting, I chose to sit next to Harriet. I could 

not have made a better choice. 

~ Kathleen Donovan    
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          Yes, I want to join The Friends of the Morse Institute Library.
  Mail this form and your tax-deductible donation to:
 The Friends of the Morse Institute Library
 14 East Central Street, Natick, MA  01760

_____ New Member      _____ Renewal

_____   $5 -- Senior or Student      Or, if you can make a larger

_____ $10 -- Individual                  membership contribution:

_____ $25 -- Family                   _____ $50  _____ $100  _____ $100+

You may be able to double your gift.  Ask your company about its matching gift policy.
Please make checks payable to the Friends of the Morse Institute Library.

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City: _________________________  State: _________  Zip: ___________

Telephone: ___________________________________  Date: __________

Email: _____________________________  The Friends does NOT share its member database with any other organization.

I would like to help with
the following:

___ Occasional Book Sorting
___ Book Sales
___ Newsletter
___ Program & Hospitality
___ Displays
___ Steering Committee
___ As Needed

When can you help?

Weekday:  ___ Day  ___ Eve

Weekend:  ___ Day  ___ Eve

     The Friends loves your donations to our three 
annual book sales. What diverse interests you have! 
We never have trouble filling out the areas of fiction, 
mystery, biography, history, cooking, self-help, and 
crafts with your high-quality, gently used items.
     But, every so often, something is donated that we 
just can’t use. Please help us out by not donating:

• Damaged items (water, mold, mildew or 
    smoke damaged; coverless or with ripped or 
    missing pages)
 • Periodicals
 • Reader’s Digest Condensed Books
 • National Geographic magazines
 • Encyclopedia sets
 • Textbooks over 10 years old
 • Travel guides over 5 years old
 • Out of date computer books (a floppy disk 
    says it’s too old!)
 • Puzzles or games with pieces missing

Book Sale Donations Do’s and Don’ts
By Lynne Montross
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Circulation Department
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Reference Department
508-647-6521

Children’s Department
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Morse Institute Library Hours

For information on library hours, please call 508-647-6520
or check the library website at www.morseinstitute.org

The library will be closed on the following holidays:

Sunday, April 8 - Easter
Sunday - Monday, April 15 - 16 - Patriot’s Day
Saturday - Monday, May 26 - 28 - Memorial Day Weekend
Wednesday, July 4 - Independence Day
Saturday - Monday, September 1 - 3 - Labor Day

Through Friday, June 1
 Monday - Thursday  10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Friday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Saturday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Sunday     2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Summer hours: Saturday, June 2 thru Friday, Sept 7
 Monday - Thursday  10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Friday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Saturday    10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Sunday    Closed
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