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Mid-Year Treasurer’s Report
Friends Pledge $44,000

By Carol Gloff

  It’s March 1 and the Friends of the 
Morse Institute Library  is at  the 
midpoint of our 2013 fiscal year. Here is 
an update on our finances as of this 
spring.
Income: $23,750

  Each year the Friends raises money 
from memberships and other monetary 
donations, book and music sales, online 
book sales, and the sales of materials 
such as T-shirts and calendars. In the 
past six months, memberships and other 
monetary donations have totaled over 
$6,300. 

  Clearly  our biggest fundraisers are 
book and music sales. This year we 
raised over $19,000 from our September 
and January sales. In addition, our 
online book sales have brought in 
$4,050. Without  your donations of 
books and music, and your help  at our 
sales, our success would be much more 
limited. Again, we say, thank you! 
Support pledged: $44,000

   The Friends has pledged to provide up 
to $44,000 in support  to the library 
during this fiscal year. Linda Stetson, 
library director, reports that the primary 
needs this year are support for 
programming, Speed Reads, museum 
passes, and Natick Reads. With all of 
the additional activities being organized 
by young adu l t l ib ra r ian Nina 
Hernandez Taylor, the Friends has 
agreed to increase funding for programs 
to $19,500 this year. We hope you will 
t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e g r e a t 
programming offered at the library 
throughout the year. 
 Speed Reads continue to rise in 
popularity, and the Friends will provide 
up to $11,000 for the purchase of these 
quick-turnaround volumes. Museum 

passes are always so heavily  used that 
our continued support of them in the 
amount of $6,500 is warranted. The 
Friends has committed up to $3,200 for 
Natick Reads, a biannual event which 
runs during the month of March. 
Support for programming, Speed Reads, 
museum passes, and Natick Reads totals 
$40,200, leaving us up to $3,800 for 
special projects this year.  
 In addition to the money pledged 
above, the Friends also covers the 
monthly costs of maintaining the salt 
water fish tank in the children’s room, 
and periodically purchases items needed 
by the library, such as a new batch of 
welcome folders, offered to those who 
are visiting the library for the first time.

Operating Expenses: $1,400

  The Friends has a limited number of 
operating expenses. We print and mail 
this newsletter twice yearly, we offer 
refreshments and small gifts to outgoing 
board members at our annual meeting, 
and we require a few supplies for our 
book sales and membership efforts. So 
f a r t h i s y e a r , w e h a v e s p e n t 
approximate ly  $1,400 on these 
miscellaneous needs.
   Now that you know how we raise and 
spend funds to support the Morse 
Institute Library, how can you help  the 
Friends and the library  even more?  We 
hope that you will renew your 
membership each and every year and, if 
you can afford to donate a little more, 
know that it will go to a good cause. 
Also, if your employer has a matching 
gift policy, we hope you will ask your 
employer to support  us by matching 
your donation. 
  Thank all of you again for your support 
and generous donations of time, money, 
and energy.



President’s Column
By Lynne Montross
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  Spring is here and I’m ready for another 
“walk in the woods.” I hope many of you 
attended the kickoff event  for this year’s 
Natick Reads, which featured book 
giveaways of Bill Bryson’s A Walk in the 
Woods. Natick Reads is a community-
wide read together program designed to 
encourage reading and promote literacy. 
This year’s program was so much fun, so 
educational, and such a great way to 
strengthen community in ways that only 
libraries can. The success of this program 
only leaves us wanting more, and I can’t 
wait for the next one. 
 What was so fulfilling is that  a 
significant part of the funding for this 
month long series of programs came from 

the Friends of the Morse Institute Library 
with funds raised from memberships, 
new and renewed, donations, book sales 
and more. 
   If you are now a Friends member, thank 
you! If not, please join! You, too, will be 
able to accept credit  for the great  things 
the Friends organization does for our 
l i b r a r y. T h e w o n d e r f u l F r i e n d s 
Treasurer’s Report on page 1 tells it all.
  As of this spring, the Jeanne M. Brodeur 
Scholarship is not just  a dream but an 
ac tua l i t y. Read the s cho la r sh ip 
announcement on page 4 to see if you, a 
relative, or a friend fits the eligibility 
requirements. 

How Many Books? 
By Terri Evans

   At every book sale, there’s someone who stands in the doorway of the Meeting Hall at 
the Morse Institute Library, gazes across the groaning tables, and says, “I’ve never seen 
so many books!”
   We have to agree. We have 25,000-30,000 books at  every sale, and sell or donate more 
than 60,000 books a year. Sometimes it’s hard to really picture the enormous volume of 
books the Friends sell, so we thought we’d have a little fun finding different  ways to 
“crunch the numbers” for you. 
   Here are a few ways to look at the volume of books we sell:

• We have almost  as many books at  each sale as there are residents in the entire 
town of Natick.

• Laid end to end, the number of books sold at  each book sale would stretch for 
more than a mile.

• The books sold or donated in one year would cover every inch of Natick 
Common.

• If the books sold in one year were stacked in copier paper boxes, one on top of 
the other, it would create a tower six times the height of the Bunker Hill 
Monument.

 Thanks to all of you who donate and all of you who shop. Together, we move 
mountains (of books!).

Good judgement comes from experience, 
and a lot of that comes from bad judgement. 

-- Will Rogers



Psssst!	  	  Want	  an	  “Insider’s	  Tip”?
By Lynne Montross
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  This “tip” won’t get you or me in trouble with 
the law (SEC).

  Did you know that 21% of all Natick library 
cardholders are teens? And before that they were 
elementary school children, used to having full-
time librarians available and planning programs 
during all the hours that the library is open.

  Nina Hernandez Taylor, the library’s only  young 
adult librarian, came as a part-time staff member 
in September of 2011. Her programming has run 
the gamut from science projects with Science 
Bob, to crafts, to cutting edge technology, and 
even to cupcake decorating. Yoga and game days 
are also in the mix. Ever since she joined the staff, 
usage of the Teen Room and participation in the 
teen programs has steadily increased – at times 
even doubling the monthly numbers from the year 
before.  

 And that is my “insider tip.” Investment in 
something that has already shown growth and 
value will surely deliver rewards. Increasing the 
library’s budget to afford a full-time young adult 
librarian is a good investment in our teens, their 
families, and our Town of Natick. 

Nina	  Hernandez	  Taylor,	  still	  smiling,	  after	  a	  
school	  early	  release	  day	  program	  at	  the	  library

Looking for a Good Book?

This selection is featured in the Friends’ Holiday 
Sale calendar, “Book Lover’s Calendar for 2013.”

Wolf Hall, written by Hilary Mantel, won the 
2009 Man Booker Prize and the National Book 
Critics Circle Award for fiction. This work of 
historical fiction about the reign of Henry VIII is 
told from the perspective of Thomas Cromwell, 
one of his closest advisors.

The Morse Institute Library owns several copies 
of this book. If the number of requests for this 
book is any indication of a great read, it really 
must be one!

The FRIENDS                                

  Our VOLUNTEERS!

And a very special thank you to the library’s 

maintenance personnel, Dave Rines and Jose 
Becerra-Robles, who set up and take down all 
of our book-sale tables with enthusiasm, good 
humor, and smiles!
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Jean M. Brodeur Scholarship
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Support Your Library: Volunteer
By Barbara Sanchez

 The Massachuse t t s Board of L ibrary 
Commissioners states that “since 2001, state 
funding to support libraries has decreased 37%.”  
This cartoon by Dave Granlund is accurate in that 
our book sale profits and membership fees assist 
the library in providing many services that we 
would not otherwise be able to have.
  During the last  book sale, 40 Friends members 
unselfishly  gave their time and effort in support of 
the sale. Their support  directly  led to the 
outstanding success of our last sale.
  Support your library! Two hours or more of your 
time is needed and will be appreciated. Contact 
<morsebooksale@gmail.com> to volunteer to help 
at the next sale, and help "Balance the Books.”

   Are you interested in furthering your education in a field that would benefit Natick’s Morse Institute 
Library? Maybe it’s a conference you’d like to attend whose fees are a bit pricey or the travel costs too 
high (for instance, to Finland or to California) but you know that what you bring back will most certainly 
be of value to the library.
  The Jeanne M. Brodeur Scholarship, an annual award, is being offered by the Friends of the Morse 
Institute Library for the first time this spring. It is funded by  a very generous bequest from the estate of 
Jeanne M. Brodeur, a long-time Natick resident. The daughter of a 20-year veteran of the staff of the 
Morse Institute Library, Jeanne always recognized the importance of the library to the community.
   It is the intent  of the Scholarship  Committee that there will be at least one $1,000 scholarship awarded 
each August. Applications will be accepted by the committee during the preceding month of May.
   An applicant’s eligibility rests on satisfying any one of the following requirements:

• Applicant has been a member of the Morse Institute Library  staff for at  least one year prior to 
application.

• Applicant has been a volunteer at the Morse Institute Library for at least one year at  a minimum of 
125 hours per year prior to application.

• Applicant has been a volunteering member of the Friends of the Morse Institute Library for at 
least one year prior to application.

  If you wish to know more about this new scholarship, pick up  a copy of the description and application 
at the Circulation Desk of the Morse Institute Library, link to the documents through the Friends web site 
<morsefriends.org>, or email your interest and/or questions to <friendsofmorse@gmail.com> and write 
J.M.B. Scholarship Committee in the “Subject” line.

mailto:morsebooksale@gmail.com
mailto:morsebooksale@gmail.com
http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
mailto:Friendsofmorse@gmail.com
mailto:Friendsofmorse@gmail.com
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The Puzzle: All About the Library
By Maria Tumang

1.Linda Stetson
2.Mary Ann Morse   
3.Rose Huling
4.Paula Polk   
5.Linda Champion   

6.Samuel Morse   
7.Museum passes   
8.Karen Perkins    
9.Audiobooks
10.Speed reads   

Answers:

Message:  Thanks for being a Friend.

Visit our website at 
www.morsefriends.org at “morsefriends”*

Answer	  the	  questions	  and	  use	  the	  numbers	  to	  2ill	  the	  corresponding	  blanks	  at	  the	  
bottom	  to	  see	  the	  message.	  	  

1. 	  Who	  is	  the	  current	  library	  director?	  	  	  	  _	  12	  _	  21	  _	  	  	  	  _	  1	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2. 	  Whose	  bequest	  enabled	  Natick	  to	  build	  the	  library?	  	  _ _ _ _    15 _ 20    _ _ _ _ _

3. 	  She	  runs	  the	  bookmobile.	   	   _	  _	  _	  _	  	  	  	  2	  _	  _	  _	  _	  14

4. 	  Whose	  initials	  grace	  the	  stained	  glass	  above	  the	  entrance	  doors?	  	  _	  3	  _	  _	  _	  	  	  	  _	  8	  _	  _

5. 	  She	  entertains	  our	  children	  in	  every	  way.	  	  _	  18	  _	  _	  _	  	  	  	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  4

6. 	  Whose	  house	  lodged	  the	  beginnings	  of	  the	  Morse	  Library?	  	  6	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  	  	  	  _	  _	  17	  _	  _

7. 	  These	  give	  you	  free/discounted	  access	  to	  many	  fun	  locations.	  	  _	  _	  _	  11	  _	  _	  	  	  	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _

8. 	  Contact	  her	  if	  you	  want	  to	  volunteer.	  	  _	  15	  _	  _	  _	  	  	  	  _	  _	  _	  5	  _	  _	  _

9. 	  Borrow	  these	  if	  you	  drive	  long	  distances	  	  	  	  	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  10	  _	  _	  _	  _

10. 	  Get	  the	  newest	  and	  the	  latest,	  but	  you	  have	  to	  read	  fast.	  	  	  _	  _	  19	  _	  _	  	  	  	  9	  _	  _	  _	  _

11. 	  She	  is	  the	  assistant	  director.	  	  _	  _	  _	  _	  	  	  	  7/16	  _	  13	  _	  _	  _

	  
_	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  	  	  	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  	  	  	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  	  	  	  	  _	  	  	  	  	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _	  	  _
1…………..….6	  	  	  	  	  	  7…...9	  	  	  	  	  	  10……..…14	  	  	  	  15	  	  	  	  16……….……21

http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
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“Dig into Reading” this Summer
By Dale Smith, Supervisor, Children’s Services

  “Dig Into Reading” is the theme for this year’s 
summer reading program. The Morse Institute 
Library, along with all the other libraries in 
Massachusetts and those in 48 additional states, will 
offer reading lists, programs, and activities 
designed to get children to “Dig Into Reading.”
  Beginning the last  day of school, children may 
come to the library or the bookmobile to register for 
the summer reading program. The library offers two 
clubs for children, one for readers and one for pre-
readers, so children of all ages may participate. The 
children decide how many minutes a day they will 
read over the eight weeks of the book club. 
Suggestions range from 10 minutes to one hour a 
day for a reading goal. Book club members are 
given a kit to take home which includes a chart and 
stickers to track their progress, a bookmark, and a 
membership card. Each week when they visit the 
library, club members receive a new incentive, 
which may be a new pencil, small activity booklet, 
or a book bag. When children have reached their 
reading goal, they receive a certificate of 
completion and a final handout for a job well done.
  The staff of the Children’s Department  prepare 
and run a variety of programs for children of all 

ages, designed to meet their needs and interests in 
the summer. Performers are also scheduled for 
special events such as animal programs, music, or 
puppet shows. 
   Occasionally  people ask why children would want 
to spend their summer reading after having been in 
school all year. Studies show that  children who read 
during the summer have a much easier time starting 
school in the fall. Children who don’t read at all 
lose two to three months of learning and start the 
school year already behind. Summer is the perfect 
time to read some exciting new titles, explore an 
unknown subject  in non-fiction, or tackle that really 
big book there wasn’t time for during the school 
year.
  The Friends of the Morse Institute Library  has 
been a long standing supporter of the summer 
reading program. Their dedication to this endeavor 
allows staff to purchase materials and reading 
incentives for the program, and to hire special 
performers. Their unwavering support  allows us to 
successfully  serve over 500 children each summer 
in the library and on the bookmobile, introducing 
them to books and instilling a love of reading that 
will stay with them for life. Thank you, Friends!

Friends Join the Natick Center Associates
By Randi Southwick

 The Friends of the Morse Institute Library  is 
delighted to announce our membership  in the 
Natick Center Associates (NCA). The Friends and 
the NCA are a perfect fit as both non-profit 
organizations share a common mission. We 
recognize and support the value of our community 
by encouraging others to get involved in the affairs 

and activities that our great town has to offer. The 
historic and now cultural designation of our town is 
strongly valued as we strive to preserve, respect, 
enhance, and promote the general well-being of this 
amazing community. The Friends look forward to a 
very dynamic alliance with the NCA for many  years 
to come.
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          Yes, I want to join The Friends of the Morse Institute Library.
  Mail this form and your tax-deductible donation to:
 The Friends of the Morse Institute Library
 14 East Central Street, Natick, MA  01760

_____ New Member      _____ Renewal

_____   $5 -- Senior or Student      Or, if you can make a larger
_____ $10 -- Individual                  membership contribution:
_____ $25 -- Family                   _____ $50  _____ $100  _____ $100+

You may be able to double your gift.  Ask your company about its matching gift policy.
Please make checks payable to the Friends of the Morse Institute Library.

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City: _________________________  State: _________  Zip: ___________

Telephone: ___________________________________  Date: __________

Email: _____________________________  The Friends does NOT share its member database with any other organization.

I would like to help with
the following:

___ Occasional Book Sorting
___ Book Sales
___ Newsletter
___ Program & Hospitality
___ Displays
___ Steering Committee
___ As Needed

When can you help?

Weekday:  ___ Day  ___ Eve

Weekend:  ___ Day  ___ Eve

     The Friends loves your donations to our three 
annual book sales. What diverse interests you have! 
We never have trouble filling out the areas of fiction, 
mystery, biography, history, cooking, self-help, and 
crafts with your high-quality, gently used items.
     But, every  so often, something is donated that  we 
just can’t use. Please help us out by not donating:

• Damaged items (water, mold, mildew or smoke    
  damaged; coverless or with ripped or 
    missing pages)

• Periodicals
• Reader’s Digest Condensed Books
• National Geographic magazines
• Encyclopedia sets
• Textbooks over 10 years old
• Travel guides over 5 years old
• Out of date computer books (a floppy disk 

    says it’s too old!)
• Puzzles or games with pieces missing

Book Sale Donations Do’s and Don’ts
By Lynne Montross



Saturday, May 18
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 19
12 noon to 3 p.m.

May 18 & 19!
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Circulation Department
508-647-6520

Reference Department
508-647-6521

Children’s Department
508-647-6522

Morse Institute Library Hours

For information on library hours, please call 508-647-6520
or check the library website at www.morseinstitute.org

The library will be closed on the following holidays:

Sunday - Monday, April 14 - 15 - Patriot’s Day
Saturday - Monday, May 25 - 27 - Memorial Day Weekend
Thursday, July 4 - Independence Day
Saturday - Monday, August 31, September 1 - 2 - Labor Day

Through Friday, June 7
 Monday - Thursday  10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Friday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Saturday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Sunday     2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Summer hours: Saturday, June 8 thru Friday, Sept 6
 Monday - Thursday  10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Friday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Saturday    10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Sunday    Closed

http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org

