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Friends Provide Over $43,000 to the Library
Annual Treasurer’s Report

By Carol Gloff

 Fiscal year 2013 ended on August 31 for the Friends of the Morse Institute 
Library, so this is a perfect time to provide you with an accounting of the 
money we raised and spent this year.

Income: $48,372
 During Fiscal Year 2013, we raised money from the following sources:

• $25,614 from our book sales
• $12,418 from memberships and donations
• $8,542 from online book sales 
• $938 from special event fundraisers
• $785 from sales of Friends wares (calendars, T-shirts, etc.)
• $75 in bank interest 

Our book sales, memberships, and donations continue to provide the vast 
majority of our income. This year we were also pleased to be the recipient of 
several other fundraisers – one Stop & Shop Saturday BBQ, one Monday 
evening Five Guys sales event, and referrals from Next Step Living.

Support to the library: $43,590
 This year we provided more financial support to the Morse Institute than 
in the prior year. During fiscal year 2013, the Friends continued financial 
support for the following programs:

• $18,239 for programs for all ages at the library
• $10,543 to purchase “Speed Read” books
• $6,615 for museum passes 
• $3,210 for Welcome to the Library folders for new library users
• $2,809 for the 2013 Natick Reads events and programs
• $2,173 for maintenance of the salt-water fish tank in the Children’s 

Library

We also organize and pay for a library staff appreciation luncheon each year, 
and in FY 2013 purchased folding tables to be used at Friends’ book sales as 
well as by the library.

continued on page 2

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU 
Your input is very important to us. The Friends of the 
Morse Institute Library is here to be a resource for the 
entire community. If you have a suggestion about a new 
program or activity that the Friends could support, please 
share your thoughts with us (friendsofmorse@gmail.com). 
We would appreciate your ideas for future fundraisers.

IDEA?

mailto:friendsofmorse@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofmorse@gmail.com
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continued from page 1

 Greetings, my name is Barbara 
Sanchez. I am privileged to be the new 
president of the Friends. My goal as 
president is to continue the great work 
of my  predecessors, to enhance aware-
ness of and membership in the 
Friends, and to increase fundraising 
efforts for the many  important library 
activities we support.
 Joining me as new members of the 
steering committee this year are Anne 
O’Keefe and James Lawrence-Archer. 
I look forward to working with them, 
and know they  will bring good ideas 
to the committee. 
 I worked for the library for more 
than 20 years. Daily I saw people 
using the museum passes, the Speed 
Reads, the DVDs, and attending the 
many programs offered by the library.  
All of these offerings are financially 
supported by the Friends.

 The newly full-time Young Adult 
Librarian will plan new and inventive 
programs for our teens. These new 
programs provide another great 
opportunity for the Friends to support 
the library.
 Your support  of the Friends by 
renewing your membership, donating 
or purchasing books at our book sales, 
p u r c h a s i n g o f F r i e n d s w a r e s 
(calendars, T-shirts, and notepaper), or 
making your Amazon purchases 
through our web site all enable us to 
continue to provide extras for the 
library. We support a wide range of 
wonderful offerings for children, 
teens, and adults. Let's keep  up the 
good work.
 I look forward to working with all 
of you and to the many future 
opportunities to support the library 
available to us.

President’s Column
By Barbara Sanchez

Operating Expenses: $4,465
 The Friends has operating expenses every year, although we do our best to limit 
them. During the past fiscal year, these included:

• $2,117 for printing and mailing newsletters and membership solicitations
• $1,277 for book sale expenses
• $545 to purchase Friends wares (pencils, note cards, Book-a-Day calendars, 

etc.)  
• $526 for miscellaneous expenses (office supplies, dues, annual meeting 

expenses, website maintenance, etc.)

The Future and a Thank You
 Fiscal Year 2014 promises to be a busy year for the Friends and the Morse 
Institute. The needs of the library continue unabated, and the Friends will do their 
best to help meet those needs. 
  As I wrap up my two-year term as treasurer of the Friends, I thank you for all of 
your support. You make wonderful Friends.
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Staff Profile: Dawn Schontag
By Judy Ham

 Reference librarian Dawn Schontag has quite 
an eclectic background. She attended Nasson 
College in Maine, and then transferred to Albertus 
Magnus College in Connecticut, graduating with a 
B.A. in Sociology. She later obtained a Certificate 
in Paralegal Studies from Bentley College.  
 While working to obtain a M.S. in Library 
Science from Simmons College in 2005, Dawn 
volunteered at the Peace Abbey in Sherborn where 
she cataloged the books, media, and a variety of 
ephemera in their library. She has a strong belief 
in their mission of non-violence. She was also 
pleased to discover their collection of vegetarian 
cookbooks as she is a vegetarian. Dawn also has 
volunteered at the Memorial School Library and 
at the Mass Horticultural Society.  
 Dawn worked at both Bacon Free Library and 
the Morse Institute Library  until 2010, but has 
worked exclusively at Morse Institute since then. 
She waxes enthusiastic when talking about her 
work as a reference librarian and has high praise 
for the other eight staff with whom she works. 
She says that they all have different skills and 
ideas so that they  work well together and are 
constantly learning from each other.  A good deal 
of the reference librarians' time is spent assisting 
patrons with technology, including Kindles and 
Nooks, and online databases such as Consumer 

Reports and Morningstar. Different databases are 
promoted each month, and patrons who require 
more extensive help with technology can make an 
appointment.
 Dawn is always looking for continuing 
education courses that will help her to better serve 
library patrons. She is especially interested in the 
impact of emerging technology on libraries and 
how to link libraries into the community social 
network. She is currently  one of 400 participants 
selected out of 1,200 applicants to take an online 
professional development course called 
"Hyperlinked Library MOOC (Massive Open 
Online Course).” The participants include 
international students seeking continuing 
education credits, and the course is very 
challenging and time consuming. 
 Dawn volunteered to be the library liaison on 
the Jeanne Brodeur Scholarship selection 
committee and enjoyed reading the many 
interesting applications.
 When not working at the Reference Desk or 
taking classes, Dawn loves to cook, read, 
occasionally bike, and spend time with her mother 
in Connecticut. We are most  fortunate to have 
such an interesting, dedicated librarian at the 
Reference Desk at the Morse Institute Library.

PEANUTS © 1961 Peanuts Worldwide LLC. Dist. By UNIVERSAL UCLICK. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved 
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Visit our website at 
www.morsefriends.org at “morsefriends”*

 This past month of September marked the 23rd 
anniversary of the founding of the Friends in the 
fall of 1990. Only two years to plan a Silver 
Anniversary celebration!
 It also marked the end of my second year as 
president and fourth year of serving on the steering 
committee. With the election of a new board at the 
Friends’ Annual Meeting in September, the position 
passed to the extremely able hands of Barbara 
Sanchez.  Barbara had just finished a year on the 
board but certainly was no stranger to the steering 
committee. She had served a four-year term shortly 
after the formation of the Friends, serving as 
secretary for three of the four years.
 This year has been a busy one! In keeping with 
the mission of the Friends, we have been busy 
fundraising and promoting what  a wonderful library 
Natick has. The steering committee has been 
working diligently at increasing the recognition and 
visibility  of the Friends in the community. We 
participated in Natick Days and joined the Natick 
Center Associates, which, in addition to other 
benefits, allows us to fly a colorful banner 
promoting the Friends in the center of town. We 

revamped our web site (MorseFriends.org) and 
Facebook page, and sent the newly formatted 
Friends membership brochure out as a town-wide 
mailing.
 A generous bequest from the estate of Jeanne M. 
Brodeur allowed the Friends to inaugurate a 
scholarship  in her name this past spring. The 
Friends are now able to award annually one or two 
scholarships of up to $1,000 each. In June, 
scholarships were awarded to Marie Nardi and 
Karen Perkins, both currently  members of the 
library staff.  We were very excited to be able to 
offer these scholarships to two very worthy 
recipients.
 As outgoing president, I want to thank Maria 
Tumang and Carol Gloff, who have just completed 
their terms on the steering committee.  Maria served 
all four years of her term as secretary and Carol 
served her two years as treasurer.  They were both 
dedicated and wonderful to work with. I also wish 
to extend sincere thanks to everyone who makes the 
Friends such a great organization. 
  See you in January at the book sale! 

A Look Back 
from the Outgoing President

By Lynne Montross

COMMUNITY SERVICE CREDITS FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
 Natick High School allows students to earn community  service credit for 
helping with our book sales. Students help  prior to the sale, during the sale by 
restocking the tables and helping people carry  purchases to their cars, and after 
the sale with packing up the remaining books. 

 We have three sales a year, which helps students to work toward the 30 hour 
service requirement.

http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
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Staff Appreciation Luncheon    

By Sue Mandell

From the Director
By Linda Stetson

   How do we appreciate our library staff? Let us 
count the ways! Over the years, the Friends has tried 
to show jus t how much we 
appreciate everything the staff does 
for us by hosting an annual staff 
appreciation luncheon. We start out 
with a luncheon committee. This 
year, it  included Sally McCoubrey, 
Marjorie Gove, Fran Weiss, Barbara 
Sanchez, Maria Tumang, and me. 
Then the brainstorming begins. What 
theme can we have and what small 
token of appreciation can we 
include? 
 Throughout the years, we have 
purchased plants, vases with flowers, porcelain rice 
bowls, and small china clocks for each staff 
member. For the Boston Marathon theme, staffers 
ran the race around the tables and received a water 

bottle with the Friends logo. For baseball's opening 
day, they donned “Morse Sluggers” baseball caps. 

A world globe accompanied an 
international menu, and April in 
Paris dreamily  resulted in a 
souvenir wine glass and glass 
coaster. This past May, our guests 
took home a bean pot filled with 
c a n d y  b e a n s a s a t o k e n 
commemorating "Flavors of 
Boston," food from the ethnic 
neighborhoods in the city. 
     We're always looking for fresh 
flavors and fresh ideas. Let us 
know if you want to help out next 

year when we will start  brainstorming all over 
again. Every opportunity we have to show appre-
ciation for our wonderful staff is an important one.

 The Morse Institute Library is thankful to the 
Friends for their continued generous support of the 
library and its programs. We could not provide the 
high quality programming and materials without 
their aid.
 July 1 marked the beginning of the new fiscal 
year, and the restoration of our full-time Young 
Adult librarian at the library. Nina Hernandez Taylor 
has been with the library for two years, and waited 
patiently while we worked to get her position 
restored to full-time. We are so delighted to have 
Nina here more hours – the kids enjoy having her 
accessible throughout the day, and the staff just 

enjoys having her around! Nina also works several 
shifts at the Reference Desk, so you may see her 
there, as well.
 The library  has planned a number of author visits 
and talks for the coming year. Check our website 
and Facebook page for details and dates. The 
financial support we receive from the Friends goes 
toward speaker fees for these authors.
 Other items the Friends provide for the library  
and our patrons are Speed Read books and museum 
passes. Both are quite popular with our library users. 
If you have not used either of these items, check 
them out soon!

“Travel is lethal to prejudice, bigotry and narrow-mindedness” 
-- Mark Twain
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The Puzzle
“Author Unscramble”

By Maria Tumang

Many Thanks are in Order . . .

 Thank you to Stop & Shop Charity Grill and 
Five Guys Burger and Fries! Over the summer, we 
had two successful fundraisers and we want to 
acknowledge these two great organizations that 
together donated $582.40 to the Friends of the 
Morse Institute Library. Thank you also to 
everyone who stopped by  and helped raise this 
money  for the Friends. We truly  appreciate it  and 
look forward to deciding how to use these funds to 
benefit the library. If you have any ideas for a 
fundraiser for the library, please contact us at 
friendsofmorse@gmail.com.

Use the clues to fill in the blanks. Then unscramble the letters in the circles to find the author’s name.

Book Title:             _   _   _       _    _    _   (Clues: rainbow, 4-leaf clover, horseshoe)

Book Title:           _    _    _   _   _   _         _   _   _   _   _   _   _    _  (Clues: vampire, werewolf, ghost)

Book Title :          _    _    _   _   _        _    _   _   _   _  (Clues: glass, eggs, sugar flowers)

Author’s Name:     _   _   _   _      _   _   _   _   _   _

CALENDARS AND T-SHIRTS

 In early November the Friends will sell Book 
Lovers Desk Calendars. They are the perfect gift 
for a helpful neighbor, make an excellent stocking 
stuffer, or are a good resource for you when you 
wonder what to read next. You will find the reviews 
and recommendations helpful throughout the year.
 Colorful new T-shirts with the Friends logo will 
also be available for purchase.                      

(Answers on Page 7)

HELP THE FRIENDS WHEN YOU SHOP!   

 The Friends of the Morse Institute is an Amazon.com affiliate.  If you shop on Amazon, 
please consider clicking on the Amazon banner on our website www.morsefriends.org.  
 Your shopping experience at Amazon will be exactly the same, but a small commission 
on the items you purchase will be sent to the Friends. Amazon does not share your name, 
address, or payment information with the Friends.

mailto:friendsofmorse@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofmorse@gmail.com
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Name ___________________________________
                 (Please Print)

Address _________________________________

              _________________________________

Home Phone ____________________________

Cell Phone ______________________________

Email __________________________________
We do NOT share our database with any other organization

Yes, I want to join The Friends of the 
        Morse Institute Library.

____ New Member    ____ Renewal

____ $5 Senior/Student

____ $10 Individual

____ $25 Family

____ $30 Good Friend

____ $50 Excellent Friend

____ $100 Devoted Friend

____ Best Friend (Over $100) $ ________

____ Other   $ ________

I want to volunteer
   Book Sales   Mailings    
  Natick Days "  Special Event

You may be able to double your gift. Ask your 
company about its matching gift policy.

Please make checks payable to:
Friends of the Morse Institute Library.

Join the Friends of Morse Institute Library 

Puzzle Answers
(Puzzle on page 6)

Good Omens
Unnatural Creatures

Fragile Things
Neil Gaiman

  Mail this form and your tax-deductible donation to:
 The Friends of the Morse Institute Library
 14 East Central Street, Natick, MA  01760
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Morse Institute Library
14 East Central Street

Natick, MA  01760
www.morseinstitute.org

Circulation Department
508-647-6520

Reference Department
508-647-6521

Children’s Department
508-647-6522

Morse Institute Library Hours

For information on library hours, please call 508-647-6520
or check the library website at www.morseinstitute.org

The library will be closed on the following holidays:

Sunday, November 10 - Monday, November 11 - Veteran’s Day

Wednesday, November 27* - Thursday, November 28 - Thanksgiving

Tuesday, December 24* - Wednesday, December 25 - Christmas

Tuesday, December 31* - Wednesday, January 1 - New Year

Sunday, January 19 - Monday, January 20 - MLK Day

Sunday, February 16 - Monday, February 17 - President’s Day

                          * Closed at 2:00 p.m.

 Monday - Thursday  10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

 Friday - Saturday   10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

 Sunday     2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org

