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April 2014

Friends Pledge $35,000 for Fiscal Year 2014 
Mid-Year Treasurer’s Report

By Barbara Laderman

000As of March 1, the Friends of the Morse Institute Library is half way 
through its 2014 fiscal year. We are pleased to share a summary of our year to 
date finances for the fiscal period September 1, 2013 – February 28, 2014.

Income: $30,805

              
000Total income for the year to date is $30,805. We are very thankful for all of 
our Friends who come to the book sales. We also want to acknowledge the 
great bakers who donated their confections for our last sale.

000The Friends are expanding our fundraising efforts and so far this year we 
have raised money from Natick Days and Five Guys Burgers and Fries “Give 
Back Night.” We will be holding other fundraising events in the coming 
months at Stop and Shop, Orange Leaf, and Five Guys Burger and Fries. Please 
help  support the Friends by attending these upcoming events. Dates will be 
posted on our website and other local websites (Natick Patch and Natick 
Bulletin & Tab).

Support Pledged to the Library: $35,000      
000This year, the Friends has pledged $35,000 to the library for all types of  
library programs, Speed Reads, museum passes, and “Natick Reads” events. In 
addition to the $35,000 pledged, the Friends covers the monthly costs of 
maintaining the salt water fish tank in the Children’s Room. We also hosted a 
staff appreciation luncheon for the library staff, with the theme of the Chinese 
New Year.

continued on page 3

“Whatever the cost of our libraries, the price is cheap compared to that of 
an ignorant nation.” - Walter Cronkite



President’s Column
By Barbara Sanchez
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000The Friends has had a very  busy 
and successful time since last fall, as 
you can see from the articles in our 
newsletter. Thanks, we couldn’t have 
done it without your support!
000We now look forward to this year’s 
fundraisers: our second book and bake 
sale on May 17-18, partnerships with 
the Stop & Shop  Grill (date to be 
announced), Five Guys Burgers and 
Fries, and Orange Leaf on August 25, 
Natick Days on September 13, and our 
third book and bake sale on September 
20-21. We know these wonderful 
events will be successful because of 
the strong support of our Friends and 
the Natick community.
000We are actively looking for 
partnerships with other stores and 
restaurants in Natick. So many people 
enjoy  these events and they are a fun 
way to raise money for the Morse 
Institute Library. Feel free to contact 
us if you run a store or restaurant and 

you would like to participate in our 
fundraisers. We will keep everyone 
informed as things develop.
000“Nobody can do everything but 
everyone can do something.” I’m call-
ing on your support  to encourage your 
friends, family, and neighbors to join 
the Friends. Please, volunteer for our 
book sales, donate some delectable 
treats for the bake sales, and attend our 
restaurant and store fundraisers. The 
Friends need active members to help 
encourage young families to join the 
Friends, to participate on the special 
fundraising committee, and to 
investigate other opportunities open to 
us. We need experienced IT people to 
assist the steering committee on 
needed updates and changes to our 
web site. If you are able to help us 
please email me at: 000000000000000 
barbarafaheysanchez@gmail.com. 
New ideas are always welcome. 
000Thanks for being a Friend. 

Jeanne Brodeur Scholarship

000At the Annual Meet ing in 
September, 2013, the Friends awarded 
two scholarships, made possible 
through the generous bequest of Jeanne 
M. Brodeur, to Karen Perkins and 
Marie Nardi . Congratulations! 
000You, too, can take part in this gen-    

erous scholarship  program. The 
Scholarship Committee will accept 
applications from May  1-31, 2014. For 
more details and an application form, 
please visit the Friends website at:  
www.morsefriends.org. You can’t win 
a scholarship if you don’t apply!

Visit our website at 
www.morsefriends.org at “morsefriends”

mailto:barbarafaheysanchez@gmail.com
mailto:barbarafaheysanchez@gmail.com
http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
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Are you planning to shop online this summer?
You can help the library by shopping on 
amazon.com
1. Go to morsefriends.org
2. Click on the “Shop Amazon for the Friends”
3. Shop! Shop! Shop!
           Thank you & have a fun summer!

0 The Friends’ unsung heroes are our custodians, 
Dave Rines and Jose Becerra-Robles. Their 
good humor and willingness to help  with set up 
and break down of the book sales is greatly 
appreciated. Many thanks! 

                               

Our Unsung Heroes!

Treasurer’s Report
continued from page 1

Grants to Library and Expenses: $26,700

000Total expenditures for the year 
to date are $26,700, with the ma-
jority being grants that have been 
paid to the library. The other major 
expense was the printing and 
mailing of our town-wide mailing 
for new memberships to boost 
membership donations and to raise 
awareness of the Friends in Natick.     
We would like to thank all of the 
new members for joining and 
encourage you to contact us to help 
at our book sales or other events 
held during the year. The best way 
to contact us is via email at: morsebooksale@gmail.com. Drop us a line and let us know how you 
would like to help us help the library.

000The first bake sale held in conjunction 
with the Friends book sale was a huge 
success. Many Friends baked and bought 
goodies to help raise almost $500! We sold 
out by  3:30 p.m. Saturday, much to the 
disappointment of the Sunday shoppers.
000We have high hopes that our May book 
sale will attract even more bakers and that we 
will have a wide variety  of choices. We will 

be advertising ahead of time, so watch for 
information closer to May, and plan to make 
your favorite recipe to help support the 
Friends.
000Many thanks to all who supported us by 
baking, working, and buying the baked goods. 
If you have suggestions or comments, please 
e-mail us at: 
             friendsofmorse@gmail.com. 

Bake Sale
By Judie Ham

mailto:friendsofmorse@gmail.com
mailto:morsebooksale@gmail.com
mailto:morsebooksale@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofmorse@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofmorse@gmail.com


Looking for places to go?
By Anne O’Keefe

Page 4                                                                                                                                                                               Volume 24, No. 1

000I started volunteering at the book sale in 2002. Initially I set  up  books and relocated the 
misfiled ones into the right categories. At some point, I started focusing on the media section. I 
really liked handling this section and have kind of "owned" it for at least the past six or seven 
years. It's been interesting watching the media shift over time. DVDs used to be rare treasures 
among a sea of VHS tapes, and now they have become commonplace. 
000When I arrive for set up, there are usually  stacks and stacks of media boxes waiting for me. I 
go through each box and sort the contents into categories: children's, adult movies and TV 
shows, exercise videos, classic movies, music videos, and an “other non-fiction category” for 
sports-related, history, and nature videos. Audio books are sorted into their own category, and 
DVDs are stacked up on the cart and sorted by age group.
000I've been involved with the Friends in one way or another almost since its inception. Why do 
I help the Friends? Well, I'm a big believer in supporting public libraries. I love books and other 
types of media and I think it's important  to make sure that everyone has as much access to them 
as possible, regardless of their economic situation. 
000I've also always loved libraries. When I was in third or fourth grade, my school had an upper 
school and a lower school library, but only the upper school library had a librarian. When I went 
to the vice principal and said that I thought the lower school library needed a librarian, he asked 
me to do it! Later, when I was in ninth grade at a different school, I had bronchitis for several 
months and couldn't take gym, so I worked in the school library instead. And, a couple of years 
after I started working in the training department in my company, I created a library  of training 
and management-related books for our team and our team's customers to use. So, I guess I'm 
just very library oriented.
000When I'm not helping with the Friends book sale, I work as an e-learning and instructional 
design specialist/consultant at Sun Life Financial. I lead a local classics book group at Barnes & 
Noble, volunteer on various political campaigns, and am a member of the Natick Democratic 
Town Committee. I also watch a lot of television (I'm not ashamed to admit it!) and enjoy trying 
new foods.

Meet Friends Volunteer, Laura Gillenwater
Interviewed by Barbara Sanchez

000If	  you’re	  looking	  for	  a	  place	  to	  go,	  check	  out	  the	  Morse	  Institute	  Library	  pass	  program.	  
Many	  of	  the	  passes	  are	  purchased	  through	  funding	  provided	  by	  the	  Friends.	  Here	  is	  a	  list	  of	  
some	  of	  the	  passes	  available	  through	  this	  program:

000Your	  family	  may	  reserve	  one	  pass	  per	  day,	  up	  to	   two	   passes	  per	  two-‐week	  period,	  and	  
one	  pass	  per	  school	  vacation	  week.	  You	  can	  reserve	  your	  pass	  today	  by	  calling	  the	  library	  at	  
508-‐647-‐6520	  or	  going	  to:	  http://morseinstitute.org

Belkin Lookout Farm 
Boston By Foot 
Boston Children’s Museum
Boston Harbor Islands Ferry 
Danforth Museum of Art
deCordova Museum 
Discovery Museums
Ecotarium
Garden in the Woods
Griffin Museum of Photography 

Institute of Contemporary Art 
Isabella Stewart Gardner      
 oooMuseum 
Massachusetts State Park Pass
Museum of Fine Arts 
Science/Computer Museum
New England Aquarium 
New England Quilt Museum
PawSox 

Peabody Essex Museum
Plimouth Plantation/Mayflower II 
Roger Williams Park Zoo
Spellman Museum of Stamps &    
 Postal History 
Tower Hill Botanic Garden
USS Constitution Museum 
Worcester Art Museum
Zoo New England 

http://morseinstitute.org/
http://morseinstitute.org/
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000If you have not been in the library 
recently, please stop by! Over the past few 
months, the staff has made a number of 
changes on all three floors. In the Children’s 
Room on the lower level, new seating and 
new shelves have been added. A cozy  reading 
area for older readers was added at the back 
of the room with new shelving for magazines 
and graphic novels. These are proving to be 
quite popular with our younger readers.
000On the first floor, the new fiction and non-
fiction books have been relocated so that they 
are closer to the entryway when you walk in, 
making them easier to find. This shelving 
area has been expanded, so look for more 
new books than you have seen in the past. 
The Librarian’s Choice shelves, the self-pick-
up hold shelves, the fish tank, the indoor book 
drops, and some seating have been relocated. 
We also added shelves to the Speed Read 
collection, and are ordering more copies of 
the most popular titles.
000On the second floor, a new collection of 
travel materials, including both print and 
DVD titles, are now shelved together in the 
old reference book area. Much of the print 
Reference collection has been relocated to 
just outside of the Young Adult Room. The 
Town of Natick materials (town reports, 
Selectmen’s minutes, etc.) were moved to the 
old Reference Desk. The library’s archivist 
now has a new display  case at the old 
Reference Desk. Check it out for displays of 
materials of local interest. We now have a 

new network printer that prints both black & 
white and color, and it can print double sided.
000Much of the work to relocate shelves and 
collections of books and DVDs was done 
when the library was closed on Friday, 
January 31 for a staff professional day. The 
Friends hosted their annual staff appreciation 
luncheon on that day, and provided the staff 
with a wonderful catered lunch. It was a 
welcome break from all the moving and 
cleaning the staff did during the day.
000“Natick Reads” was in full swing during 
the month of March, with several book 
discussions and guest  authors relating to the 
work of author Neil Gaiman. We thank the 
Friends for their generous support of this 
annual program.
000April brings the observance of several 
annual library  events, including National 
Poetry Month and National Library Week. 
For National Poetry Month, the library hosted 
another Poetry Slam at TCAN on April 3. 
This event gives local poets the opportunity 
to share their verse, and some audience 
members get the chance to serve as a judge. 
April 13-19 we celebrate National Library 
Week with several activities: Wednesday, 
April 16 is National Bookmobile Day, and 
author Neil Swidey will be here to talk about 
his new book Trapped Under the Sea.
000There is a lot happening at your Morse 
Institute Library! Come and join us in “the 
town’s living room.”  

Update from the Library Director
By Linda Stetson

Attention High Schoolers!  
000A great way to earn credits for your community service requirement is to volunteer at one 
of our tri-annual Morse Institute Library  book sales. You can volunteer to set  up, work during 
the sale or help  with pack-up. If you are the super energetic type, you can score multiple 
hours and work all three times!
000To volunteer, please contact Maria Tumang at: morsebooksale@gmail.com 

mailto:morsebooksale@gmail.com
mailto:morsebooksale@gmail.com
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• Leonard Morse Hospital Auxiliary - supports the Auxiliary’s programs
• Natick Service Council - provides books for food pantry patrons
• More Than Words - a non-profit bookstore managed by and for at-risk youth
• Morin Foundation - supports literacy in needy schools and public libraries 
• BagongKulturangPinoy (BKP) - establishes children’s libraries for poor children in the    

Philippines 

Paying it Forward
By Terri Evans

000Friday, January 31 marked a momentous 
day for the Friends and the library staff. 
While 38 members of the staff took part in 
moving day, rearranging the library  for more 
efficiency, the Friends prepared a gala lunch 
celebrating the staff and all they do to make 
the library a vital part of Natick. Marjorie 
Gove, Sue Mandell, Barbara Sanchez, and 
Fran Weiss decorated the luncheon tables with 
traditional colors for the Chinese New Year 
celebration. 

000Shanghai Tokyo catered the lunch with 
scallion pancakes, egg rolls, seafood, chicken, 
and beef dishes. Fortune cookies, candy, and 
rice cakes ended the meal on a sweet note and 
with good fortune. The staff took home 
Chinese rice bowls as thank-you gifts from 
the Friends. 
000This was one of the rare occasions that the 
entire staff was able to sit together and enjoy 
a luncheon served to them. It was our way of 
saying how much we appreciate all they do on 
a daily basis.

Friends Host Luncheon for Library Staff
By Sue Mandell

000The Friends is fortunate to have a supportive community and a steady  stream of book 
donations for our sales. The money we raise provides a vital source of funding for Speed Reads, 
museum passes, library programs, and other library projects.
000The books that remain also give us a chance to “pay it forward” by offering some of them to 
a variety  of other non-profit organizations. In recent years, we have offered books to a number of 
groups including:

000Thank you for making possible the programs that the Friends support through the sales of 
your donated books and music. The impact of your generosity ripples across the community, the 
state, and the world.
000If your non-profit organization is interested in post-sale books, please contact Barbara 
Sanchez at: barbarafaheysanchez@gmail.com.

“Libraries allow children to ask questions about the world and find 
answers.  And the wonderful thing is that once a child learns to use the 
library, the doors to learning are always open.” - Laura Bush

mailto:barbarafaheysanchez@gmail.com
mailto:barbarafaheysanchez@gmail.com
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Sunday, May 18
12 noon to 3 p.m.

May 17 & 18!

Great bargains!
Huge inventory!
Books, videos,

puzzles and gifts.

New T-shirts Available
   The quote “Volunteers aren’t paid, not  because 
they are worthless, but because they  are 
priceless” adorns the back of the Gildan ultra 
cotton t-shirts for sale at the Circulation Desk at 
the library. Available in a variety of colors: red, 
cherry  red, navy, royal, sports gray and purple.  
Sizes range from small to extra-large. Crew and 
v-neck are available. Not all colors are available 
in all sizes. Quantities limited. 

Saturday, May 17
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Name ___________________________________
                 (Please Print)

Address _________________________________

              _________________________________

Home Phone ____________________________

Cell Phone ______________________________

Email __________________________________
We do NOT share our database with any other organization

Yes, I want to join The Friends of the 
        Morse Institute Library.

____ New Member    ____ Renewal

____ $5 Senior/Student

____ $10 Individual

____ $25 Family

____ $30 Good Friend

____ $50 Excellent Friend

____ $100 Devoted Friend

____ Best Friend (Over $100) $ ________

____ Other   $ ________
I want to volunteer

   Book Sales   Mailings    
  Natick Days "  Special Events 
  Book Sorting "  As needed

You may be able to double your gift. Ask your 
company about its matching gift policy.

Please make checks payable to:
Friends of the Morse Institute Library.

Join the Friends of Morse Institute Library 
  Mail this form and your tax-deductible donation to:
 The Friends of the Morse Institute Library
 14 East Central Street, Natick, MA  01760



Friends’ Book Sale



Friends of the Morse Institute Library
14 East Central Street
Natick, MA  01760

Friends of the Morse 
Institute Library

www.morsefriends.org

Check the membership
expiration date on
your address label:
Is it time to renew?

NON-PROFIT
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #39

Natick, MA  01760

Morse Institute Library
14 East Central Street

Natick, MA  01760
www.morseinstitute.org

Circulation Department
508-647-6520

Reference Department
508-647-6521

Children’s Department
508-647-6522

Morse Institute Library Hours

For information on library hours, please call 508-647-6520
or check the library website at www.morseinstitute.org

The library will be closed on the following holidays:

Sunday - Monday, April 20 - 21 - Patriot’s Day
Saturday - Monday, May 24 - 26 - Memorial Day Weekend
Friday, July 4 - Independence Day
Saturday - Monday, August 30 thru September 1 - Labor Day

Through Friday, May 30
 Monday - Thursday  10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Friday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Saturday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Sunday     2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Summer hours: starting Saturday, May 31
 Monday - Thursday  10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
 Friday    10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Saturday    10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Sunday    Closed

http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morsefriends.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org
http://www.morseinstitute.org

